Concept note for the event
‘Climate change, migration and development: how to enhance the impact of
African Diaspora organisations?’

Climate change is one of the biggest long-term challenges to global development. However,
Africa is particularly vulnerable to the negative impact of climate changes due to its low
capacity for dealing effectively with its vagaries. Furthermore, climate change is a key
development challenge in Africa. For instance, most of the countries in Africa that are now
bracing for the negative impact of climate change and its related hazards are those already
lagging behind in terms of development, with some of them actually regressing. As a result,
the negative impact of climate change will not only retard development but can also
contribute to already existing challenges such as political crises and instability, poor
economic conditions, poverty, malnutrition,
overpopulation and high density, rapid
urbanization, social tensions and conflict, forced migration, etc. In short, the hazards that
climate change will trigger both in development and human mobility within the context of
Africa will be severe as many countries on the continent are neither prepared nor equipped
to deal with and thereby mitigate its overall negative impacts.
The initiative is aimed to harness more the potential networks and strategic positioning of the
African Diaspora communities in Europe towards the efforts of addressing adverse effects of
climate change on development and migration in Africa. Diaspora communities can make a
difference if they are better informed and actively mobilised since they build viable bridges
between societies, communities and institutions across Europe and Africa. Unleashing the
latent considerable capacity of Diaspora towards this effort will be the primary goal of this
initiative.
ADPC in collaboration with ADEPT will organize a side-event on this topic during the
European Development Days (EDD) that will be held in Brussels on 21-22 June. The event
will particularly target to galvanise the African Diaspora communities in Europe to play a
proactive role in the lobbying and advocacy campaigns of Europe and Africa aimed to
inform policy and increase public awareness of the challenges of climate change as it affects
development and migration in the Africa in the foreseeable future. The proactive participation
of the African Diaspora in Europe in the discussion in this emerging policy field will help
increase their voices with the broader development cooperation debates at different policy
levels within the framework of the renewed Africa-Europe partnership and the Joint Vision for
2030. This is important since Diaspora development practitioners have already strategically
positioned themselves as critical actors in development cooperation policy circles, both in
host and home countries.

Expected results of the event

-

To increase the knowledge and awareness of African Diaspora organisations and
other key strategic stakeholders on climate change dynamics as they relate to
conditions in Africa.

-

To strengthen the lobbying and advocacy capacity of Diaspora organisations so that
they take a leadership role on the matter within the ongoing policy dialogues between
Africa and Europe, and;

-

To contribute to the realisation of policy and practical changes at the EU and AU level
conducive to mainstreaming climate change, development and migration as crosscutting issues within the African Union Agenda 2063.

NB. This initiative is supported by Africa-Europe Foundation

