Knowledge Platform for Migration Governance in Africa

Webinar: Climate change, migration and development: how to
enhance the impact of African Diaspora organisations?’

Date & Location
The webinar will be held virtually on Zoom on Tuesday 14, 11:00-12:30 (CET)

Guest speakers
Dr. Yera Dembele, is an international consultant on migration and development issues
since 2013, President of Fédération Euro-Africaine de Solidarité (FEASO) and Secretary
General of Afrique-Europe Diaspora Development Platform (ADEPT)
Mr. Eyachew Tefera, is a committed and resourceful executive director of the Institute for
African studies (IAS), based in Ljubljana. His diversity of knowledge includes more than 10
years of experience in diaspora capacity development, climate change issues, international
development strategy and policy-making, fundraising and staff management.

Moderator:
Dr. Awil Mohamoud, Director of ADPC

Background
Climate change is one of the biggest long-term challenges to global development. However,
Africa is particularly vulnerable to the negative impact of climate changes due to its low
capacity for dealing effectively with its vagaries. Furthermore, climate change is a key
development challenge in Africa. For instance, most of the countries in Africa that are now
bracing for the negative impact of climate change and its related hazards are those already
lagging behind in terms of development, with some of them actually regressing. As a result,
the negative impact of climate change will not only retard development but can also
contribute to already existing challenges such as political crises and instability, poor
economic conditions, poverty, malnutrition,
overpopulation and high density, rapid
urbanization, social tensions and conflict, forced migration, etc. In short, the hazards that

climate change will trigger both in development and human mobility within the context of
Africa will be severe as many countries on the continent are neither prepared nor equipped
to deal with and thereby mitigate its overall negative impacts.
The webinar will reflect on how to harness more the potential networks and strategic
positioning of the African Diaspora communities in Europe towards the efforts of addressing
adverse effects of climate change on development and migration in Africa. Diaspora
communities can make a difference if they are better informed and actively mobilised since
they build viable bridges between societies, communities and institutions across Europe and
Africa. Unleashing the latent considerable capacity of Diaspora towards this effort will be the
primary goal of this webinar. The outcome of the webinar will feed into the deliberations on
the topic of a side-event that ADPC will organize in collaboration with ADEPT during the
European Development Days (EDD) that will be held in Brussels on 21-22 June.

NB. This initiative is supported by Africa-Europe Foundation

